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Design Summary
This TI Design is an example of how to leverage DSP acceleration through OpenCL. OpenCL makes
using the DSP easy for developers and is used for applications such as medical imaging, currency
counters and sorters, vision inspection systems, and others. This design shows DSP accelerators for the
Monte-Carlo simulation using the Linux® OpenCL program that run on the ARM Cortex-A15 CPU. MonteCarlo simulation is a commonly used tool in many fields such as physics, communications, public utilities,
and financing. Generating long Normal (Gaussian) distributed random number sequence is an essential
part of many Monte-Carlo simulations. The computational load to generate long normal distributed random
sequence is substantial. In many models, this load consumes most of the CPU cycles. DSP accelerators
are designed to efficiently execute digital signal algorithms, such as the generation of random sequence.
This design uses the DSP to generate the random sequence using a standard OpenCL code running on
the Cortex-A15 processor under the Linux operating system. Figure 1 shows the AM57 EVM.

Figure 1. AM57 EVM

1.1

Introduction to Generating Normal Distributed Random Sequence
True Random Number Generation is generated by special hardware. TI’s Security Accelerator IP has a
true random number generation. Pseudo Random Number Generation (PRNG) can be generated by
software and has limited randomness.
Several methods to generate uniformly distributed random sequence are available. A commonly use
method is the Linear Congruential Generator (LCG) method. The LCG starts with an initial seed and
generates random sequence based on Equation 1:
Xn+1 = (a×Xn=c) Mod (M)

(1)

The following are values and their descriptions:
X0— a seed
M—

the modulo

a—

the multiplier

c—

the increment

Under certain conditions, the length of the sequence (the number of random numbers before the
sequence starts repeating) is M-1. Using Equation 1 generates numbers that are pseudo-uniformly
distributed between 1 and M. Scaling LCG sequence to a uniformly distributed sequence in the range of
[–1, 1] is easy.
2
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To convert uniformly distributed random sequence into a Normal Gaussian random sequence, the design
uses the polar form of the Box-Muller transformation (see Reference 1 in Section 4).
The Normal Gaussian distribution has two parameters, the average, and the standard deviation.
For a sequence of N random variables:
X (n), n = 1,…N
The average (or E (X)) µ= (Σ X (n)) ÷ N
Standard Deviation σ = sqrt [E(X – m)2]
For a standard normal distribution case, σ = 0 and µ = 1.
Common algorithm to get Gaussian random variables from uniformly distributed random variable is as
follows:
1. Get two uniformly distributed (–1.0, 1.0), x and y
2. Calculate w = (x×x + y×y)
3. If w < sqrt( (–2.0 × log (w) ) ÷ w)
4. y1 = x×y
5. y2 = y×w
Y1 and Y2 are two normal distributed random values.

1.2

Randomness, Sequence Length, and Parallel Computation
Multiple tests are suggested in the literature for the “randomness” of a Normal Random sequence:
• Have the correct distribution (lim (1 ÷ n × S(X (n)) ~ N (0,1)
• No predictability (After reaching the length of the sequence, the sequence begins to repeat. Longer
sequences are preferable to shorter sequences.)
• Auto-correlation goes to infinite, crossing correlation goes to zero
• (lim (S (X (n) × X (n)) → ∞)
• (lim (s (X (n) × X (n – k)) → 0)
Measure the entropy–lack of order or predictability; For a finite sequence X, the entropy is defined in
the formula in Equation 1. (see the discussion in Reference 2 in Section 4).
H(X) = -

å P[X = c] log2 P[X = c]
c

Figure 2. Equation 2
Many publications discuss how to choose the constants a, M, and c, and the initial seed x0 to achieve
positive randomness features (see Reference 3 in Section 4).TI chose a and M as constants for
Equation 1 to ensure a long pseudo random sequence.
For this TI design to use the full power of the multiple DSP accelerators, it must merge multiple
independent random sequences into a single random sequence while preserving the positive randomness
attributes. Reference 4 in Section 4 suggests a method of choosing the additive constant c for parallel
generation. This design uses a set of prime numbers for parallel generating of normal random sequence.

1.3

OpenCL Implementation
OpenCL is a portable heterogeneous standard computing language that supports the easy use of generic
accelerators for parallel processing applications. When writing the OpenCL applications, knowledge about
the architecture of the accelerator is unnecessary. This code can run on different devices with different
accelerator architectures. Generic accelerator code (kernel) is written in C or other standard language,
and the system knows what compiler to use to convert the code into an accelerator program. Accelerators
control code is a generic OpenCL code that requires no knowledge of the architecture. If the developer is
familiar with the accelerator architecture, and is willing to give up portability, architecture optimized
executable may be used by the OpenCL system.
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OpenCL standard body is KHRONOS. TI implementation of OpenCL on the AM57x is compliant with
version 1.1, see .
In this TI design, the DSP accelerator code is developed using ANSI C language. Thus, the project may
be easily ported to other devices with different accelerator architecture.

1.4

OpenCL Platform Model
Figure 3 shows the OpenCL Platform model.
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Compute
device

Compute unit
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Compute unit
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Compute
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Compute unit
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Figure 3. OpenCL Platform Model
A host is connected to one or more OpenCL devices. An OpenCL device is a collection of one or more
compute units that share the same architecture. Compute units may have multiple processing elements. In
the case of the AM57x, the host is the ARM Cortex-A15 cores running Linux SMP operating system. The
compute device is the set of C66x DSPs, and the compute unit is a DSP core accelerator.
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1.5

DSP Accelerator
The accelerators used in this TI design are C66x based. The kernel code is written in standard ANSI C, so
no intrinsic or assembly language is used. The code takes advantage of the C66x memory architecture,
and the eight functional units inside the core.
• The code uses TI real-time standard optimized Math library for standard Math functions such as
square root, log, one over x, and so on. The runtime library that contains these functions is part of the
standard release and is linked by the linker. Any device that supports C must have a similar library
(with the same or very similar syntax) so porting these functions to another architecture is simple.
• The code takes advantage of the L1 Data SRAM part of the C66. This is a 32-KB area of zero waitstate access time that is used to store and retrieve intermediate values. Not all accelerators have L1
SRAM . The access to the memory is hard-coded in the DSP code.
• To use the DSP internal resources, each core generates two sequences that are later combined into
one sequence. The algorithm follows Reference 4 in Section 4 to ensure randomness of the combined
sequence.
• The same method used in Reference 4 in Section 4 is used to combine multiple DSP core sequences
into a single sequence.
Figure 4 shows the C66x DSP block diagram.

Figure 4. C66x Block Diagram
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Kernel Code Design
OpenCL is available on a multitude of programming languages including C and C++. This TI design uses
C++ for the OpenCL code, and ANSI C code for the accelerator-kernels. The accelerator kernel code may
be presented as an ASCII string, or in separate C files. The compilation of the kernel string is done during
run time by the system. The compilation of C files is done during the build process; however, linking the
code and getting the executable from the compiled files are done during run time. This process increases
the OpenCL runtime overhead; however, the OpenCL being portable to any OpenCL device is
advantageous for the user. Other advantages for users are the benchmarking of applications over multiple
devices, and the updating or scaling of the application.
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Building Applications

2.1

Prepare the AM57x EVM Bootable SD
The TI processor SDK is a unified set of software building blocks that facilitate development of
applications across multiple devices. The TI processor is in the public domain and can be loaded and
used free of charge. Figure 5 and Figure 6 show part of the download page for the PROCESSOR-SDKLINUX-AM57X 02_00_01_07, see Reference 5 in the Section 4 section.

Figure 5. Processor-SDK-Linux AM57X Install Page
To burn an SD-bootable card using a Windows computer, follow the instructions found on the Windows
SD Card Creation Wiki and the image to burn is in the zip file that follows. To burn a bootable SD card
using a Linux machine, the user should install the release on a Linux machine, and then follow the
instructions on the Linux SD Card Creation Wiki .
Code may be developed on the target, or on an external Linux machine using the cross compiler, and
other tools. To enable cross compiler, the user must install ti-processor-SDK-am57xx on a Linux machine
using Processor-SDK-LINUX-AM57X 02_00_01_07, and the appropriate tools. The instructions on how to
install the ti-processor-SDK-am57xx on a Linux machine are in the documentation on the same download
page.

Figure 6. Processor-SDK-Linux AM57X Install Page Continued
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In this TI design the code is built on the target using the internal code generation tools for the ARM
Cortex-A15 processor and the C66x DSPs.

2.2

Install FTDI Drivers and Terminal Console Program
This section will explain how to install the FTDI drivers and terminal console program.
1. Install a terminal console program such as Tera-Term, Putti, picocom, or minicom on a PC.
2. Install FTDI drivers from ftdichip.com.
3. Connect the FTDI-to-USB cable to the AM57EVM board where the green wire is the furthest away
from the power jack, and the black wire is close to the power, as shown in Figure 7.

Figure 7. Connecting The FTDI Cable
To
•
•
•
•
•

8

connect to the EVM, the terminal console parameters are as follows:
Baud rate 115200
8-bit data
No parity
1-bit stop
No flow control
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2.3

Boot the EVM
1. Connect the board to the Ethernet using the connection that is away from the board. See Figure 8 for
details.
2. Insert the micro SD card that you prepared into the slot on the other side of the EVM next to the USB
connection. For the board diagram that shows the micro SD card location, see the AM572x Evaluation
Module Quick Start Guide (SPRW275).
3. Connect the power supply and push the blue switch next to the power. The terminal console displays
the boot progress. Figure 9 shows what the console displays when the boot ends.
4. Log in as root and no password is needed.

Figure 8. Connecting the Ethernet Cable

Figure 9. Screen Shot 1, Login Page
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Build the Applications
The standard processor SDK release contains several OpenCL examples. They are in the
/usr/shared/ti/examples/ directory. Instructions how on to build and run the release examples are given in
the Processor SDK LINUX Software Developer's Guide.
This TI design has two programs. The first generates a sequence of 32-K Gaussian random variables
using only the ARM cores and benchmarks the average time it takes to generate one Gaussian variable.
NOTE: In future releases, the Monte Carlo simulation will be part of the examples in the release.
Thus, the example will be built with all other examples.

A second program is an OpenCL program. This program uses the DSP cores to generate sequences of
Gaussian random variables; each sequence has 32-K values. When the DSP cores generate sequence N,
the ARM cores process the previous sequence, sequence N-1. Figure 10 shows the flow of the program.
LOOP
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Figure 10. Program Flow
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Create a new directory for the two projects.
Log in as root do mkdir opencl.
Change directory to the new directory cd opencl.
Copy the Makefile cp /usr/shared/ti/examples/opencl/Makefile.
Copy the make.inc file cp /usr/shared/ti/examples/opencl/make.inc (Figure 11 shows what appears on
the screen).

Figure 11. Screen Shot 2
6. Build the ARM-only Monte-Carlo Simulation.
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NOTE: The source code for the ARM-only Monte-Carlo simulation is stored as a TAR file in the
design sources of this TI design.
The following instructions use scp from a Ubuntu machine to the AM57 EVM.

7. Push the monte_carlo_arm simulation into the AM57 EVM using the scp utility.
8. Load the monte_carlo_arm.tar file into a PC.
9. Find the IP address of the AM57 EVM do ifconfig, as shown in Figure 12
NOTE: In Figure 12, the IP address is 158.218.109.224.

10. Write down the system IP address.

Figure 12. Screen Shot 3
11. Go to the directory in the Ubuntu machine where the monte_carlo_arm.tar file is.
12. Use the scp to copy the file into the opencl directory.
NOTE: The file appears as scp monte_carlo_arm.tar.
If you are asked to update the secure addresses, follow the system prompt or agree to the
transfer.

Figure 13. Screen Shot 4
13. Verify that the opencl directory on the AM57 EVM has the tar file.
14. To un-tar the monte_carlo_arm.tar, type in tar –xvf monte_carlo_arm.tar as shown in Figure 14.

Figure 14. Screen Shot 5
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15. U-tar the monte_carlo_arm,tar file by typing tar –xvf monte_carlo_arm.tar as shown in Figure 15.

Figure 15. Screen Shot 6
16. Go to the monte_carlo_arm directory cd.
17. To view the contents of the monte_carlo_arm makefile, use the vi, more, or cat utilities.
18. Observe that the ARM code is compiled with optimization (–0.3) and the A15 special properties
(Neon™) are enabled as shown in Figure 16.

Figure 16. Screen Shot 7
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

Look at the source code and include the file.
See the algorithium to generate the Gaussian Random Sequence.
Build the monte_carlo_arm executable cd to the OpenCL directory cd.
Run make.
Run the monte_carlo_arm program by returning to the monte_carlo_arm directory cd
monte_carlo_arm.
24. Verify the executable by typing in ./Monte_Carlo_ARM as shown in Figure 17.

Figure 17. Screen Shot 8
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The accelerator version of the Monte-Carlo simulation uses the DSP to generate Gaussian Random
numbers and uses the ARM processor to execute a function that applies the Gaussian Random
numbers generated previously. The ARM function creates a simple histogram; the function counts the
number of values greater than zero and the number of values that are less or equal to zero. The
function prints the two counts on the screen.
25. Build the accelerator version of the Monte-Carlo simulation.
26. Go to the source code for the OpenCL Monte-Carlo simulation.
27. Select the file named monte_carlo_opencl.tar.
28. Push the file into the AM57 EVM.
29. To un-tar the monte_carlo_opencl.tar file, select tar–xvf monte_carlo_opencl as shown in Figure 18.

Figure 18. Screen Shot 9
30.
31.
32.
33.

Go to the monte_carlo_opencl directory cd titled monte_carlo_open_new.
Use vi, more, or cat to review the makefile.
Observe that the DSP flags are set with –03, which indicates no symbolic debug.
Notice that the -k keeps the assembly file of the DSP code as shown in Figure 19.

Figure 19. Screen Shot 10

NOTE: View the cpu_main.cpp code and notice how the OpenCL code is built. The OpenCL
wrapper, dsp_kernel.cl, is used to dispatch the DSP kernels. The file dsp_ccode.c with the
included files are standard C code (without intrinsic). These files are used to generate the
Gaussian Random sequence.

34. Build the monte_carlo_opencl executable cd to the opencl directory executable.
35. Run make.
NOTE: The first time that the code is built it will take a few minutes. Figure 20 shows this process.

Figure 20. Screen Shot 11
36. Run the monte_carlo_opencl program by returning to the monte_carlo_opencl directory cd titled
monte_carlo_opencl.
37. Verify that the executable Monte_Carlo_Opencl was built by selecting Is–Itr.
38. Run the executable by selecting ./Monte_Carlo_Opencl as shown in Figure 21 and Figure 22.
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Figure 21. Screen Shot 12

Figure 22. Screen Shot 13
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Benchmarks
When the ARM only code runs, the code takes about 110 nanoseconds to generate a single Gaussian
Random number. When the OpenCL is used to take advantage of the DSP cores, generating a single
Gaussian Random number takes 19 to 20 nanoseconds. During the generation time, the ARM processor
executes a different function that inputs the generated Gaussian sequence.

4
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